#sitcool

PPC
Since 2014 PPC Cement and
Cool Capital join hands every
two years to create ten bespoke
cement benches as a gift to
the city.
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David Phooko’s Re Bohle bench
means “we are together” in
Northern Sotho and was designed
to encourage social interaction
in Burgers Park. [Department of
Architecture, Tshwane University
of Technology]. Manufactured by
Anton Smit
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4 + 4 bench, Austin Roberts Bird Sanctuary
Designed and manufactured by Anton Smit

Diane de Beer

Most of us who drive around the city will be unaware
of the dearth of public benches that can provide an
opportunity for you to simply catch your breath if
walking is your most-used mode of transport. Think
about it: this is a city where so many walk daily –
and usually not for leisure.

Trigonometry bench, National
Botanical Gardens, Brummeria
Designed by Carmen Horsten
Manufactured by Daniel Nell
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The 2014 Cool Capital PPC public bench project
addressed this issue along with many other benefits
involved. The project was awarded a BASA
Innovation Award in 2015, and was taken further
this past year with long-term plans for the future.
“This is a legacy project,” says architect and instigator
of Cool Capital, Pieter Mathews.
“It is Cool Capital’s greatest gift to the city,” adds
the convener of the project as he expands on their
vision. With the initiative focused on building
bridges through social interaction, while making art
a visible part of the city as well as accessible to all
citizens, the benches fit the profile perfectly.

This year’s collaboration between Cool Capital and
PPC is a continuation of the initial success three
years ago which produced ten benches across the
city, including the koeksister-shaped bench at the
Voortrekker Monument and the moustache-driven
ball-and-claw bench on Church Square, playing with
the image and past ambitions of civil servants prior
to 1994.
This time around 13 benches are in play, with Jana
Kruger and Carla Taljaard, both from Mathews and
Associate Architects, co-ordinating the project.
Designers were selected from different places
following an open invitation on social media.
Under the guidance of their lecturer Pieter
Greyvensteyn, 4th year students at the TUT
architecture department were tasked with producing
designs, of which five were selected for manufacture.
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As the only female student whose work was selected,
Gumede’s bench will aptly feature on Lillian Ngoyi
Square, currently under construction in the shade
of the State Theatre building. She was as inspired by
the design aspects as she was by the choice of setting
for particular benches, which also plays a huge role
in determining both the design and where a vacuum
exists in the public space for those looking for
respite.
As someone who often uses public transport, she
knows that there are very few places to linger for
those moving around in the city. With her design,
she wanted to come up with something that would
offer people time out. “I wanted them to lie down
if they wanted,” she explained of her lay-over
bench. Describing herself as a people watcher, she
loved the idea of finding somewhere she could relax
while watching. “It adds colour and vibrancy
to a city”.
Her particular bench has a curved shape which
reminds her of movement, which is what people in a
city do. “They’re constantly on the move,” she says.
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4
4. Julian Lombaard and Tokollo Mogorosi climb over the
newly installed Lion bench at the Union Buildings.
Lion bench, Entrance to the Union Buildings, Madiba
Street. Designed by Pieter Greyvensteyn [Lecturer,
Department of Architecture, Tshwane University of
Technology]. Manufactured by Schmeckt Creations
(Francois Visser and Elani Willemse). Photographer: Alet
Pretorius
5 & 6. Designer Pieter Greyvensteyn used the symbolic
lion as inspiration for his bench, which references Lion
Bridge in the city, but also the much-loved lion on the
locally-made matches of the same name
Photograph supplied by Pieter Greyvensteyn

3
1. Anton Smit mentored architecture students Lungile
Gumede and David Phooko. They paid weekly visits to
Anton’s studio to work on their benches
2 & 3. +lay_over bench, to be installed at Lilian Ngoyi
Square. Designed by Lungile Gumede [Department of
Architecture, Tshwane University of Technology]
Manufactured by Anton Smit

Other designers besides the students included many
of those involved in the project such as convenor
Mathews, Danie Nell and Francois Visser, as well
as sculptor Isa Steynberg assisted by her artist son
Sybrand Wiechers.
Steynberg selected a maquette by her father, the
sculptor Coert Steynberg, and tells that he often
worked with a hands motif, as have many artists
through the ages. “It’s about support,” she explains,
but it also resonates with her as an artist who would
be nothing without her hands. Her whole family
of artists (her father, son and herself ) relies on their
handwork which she also describes as ‘my life’s work’.
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Photographer supplied by TedXPretoria

He also loves the whole Cool Capital/PPC benches
project because it is an artistic endeavour that
enhances life for everybody. It also makes people –
those on the creative side and those watching with
appreciation – more design conscious.

Photographer supplied by TedXPretoria
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This was a process in which the students experienced
mentorship – the passing on of skills by masters in
their field who also reaped rewards from the
experience – and, specifically for the first timers in
this field, working on something that progressed
from design to completed object. Smit comments
that guiding a young designer through the creative
process, from carving her design out of polystyrene
to the final casting, results in a cross-pollination that
benefits everyone involved.

Photographer: Carla Taljaard

The project was part of their formal training, and
once five of their designs were given the nod, these
individual students were teamed with artists,
including master sculptor Anton Smit and his wife
Roelien who worked with Lungile Gumede and
David Phooko. Sculptor Danie Nell guided JP
Albasini and Oz Mutshinyali, and Francois Visser,
also a sculptor, teamed up with Michael Allen and
Greyvensteyn whose design had been given a
thumbs up.
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#sitcool
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“Sitting down is a human
condition, so what better
way than to be creative
with it. Pretoria is a
beautiful city with an
abundance of historical
buildings and parks which
we often miss out on due
to the pace of life.”
1
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1. Pieter Mathews on his Mandela Profile bench
Rivonia Trial A Re Yeng bus station, Paul Kruger Street
Designed by Pieter Mathews. Manufactured by Schmeckt Creations
(Francois Visser and Elani Willemse) & Grietjie Lee
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5. Hand bench, Muckleneuk Community Garden
Designed by Isa Steynberg
Manufactured by Isa Steynberg and Sybrand Wiechers
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2. Architecture student JP Albasini on his Coat of Arms bench,
Department of Home Affairs,
Pretoria Central. [Department of
Architecture, Tshwane University
of Technology]. Manufactured by
Daniel Nell
3 & 4. On installation day Isa
Steynberg received a surprise
visit by Tshwane Executive Mayor
Cllr. Solly Msimanga

For his bench, Mathews was inspired by Madiba
and used his recognisable profile on a bench that
was placed at the Rivonia Trial BRT Station, while
Greyvensteyn took the iconic emblem on the
matchbox to create his Lion bench, referencing the
city’s homage to the lion as a symbol of strength, as
can be seen at the two towers of the Union Building,
at Lion Bridge, a local landmark, and the two lions
who stand guard at Paul Kruger House.
“I think the Cool Capital benches project has
been an excellent experience and a terrific way of
transferring useful skills from mentors to young
upcoming artists,” says Danie Nell who has
been a mentor and a designer. “The project links
professionals and institutions together for the
greater good of the city. It is much more than what
it appears to be, more than simply a gift to the city,
it’s a chance for young designers to strut their stuff,
giving them the means and support to be able to
show us their talent in a very modest, useful, and
very public way. I am fortunate to be part of it,”
he concludes.

Artist and mentor Francois Visser concurs: “I joined
the PPC Cool Capital project in 2014 as an artist
and one of the sculptors at Dionysus Sculpture
Works. I acted as the project coordinator and the
project won a BASA Award for innovation.”
“Sitting down is a human condition, so what better
way than to be creative with it. Pretoria is a beautiful
city with an abundance of historical buildings and
parks which we often miss out on due to the pace of
life. The public purpose of the bench project was my
main inspiration for getting involved in this
project. It gives me the opportunity to give the
people of Pretoria more than one place to slow down
and appreciate the hidden gems of the city.”
Benches have previously featured in cities and
towns from Stellenbosch to New York, with Warsaw
dedicating some city benches to their most famous
classical son, Chopin. But what makes the local
project so invigorating is that it is strongly driven
by design. “It’s a creative innovation in cement,”
explains Mathews.
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#sitcool
“It was born from the idea that public
spaces are activated through the benches,
which should serve as a catalyst for
conversation between different cultural
groups, inviting them to enter into
conversation and, in doing so, inspire
cultural exchange & integration.”

PPC has long been involved in the artistic world,
promoting the properties of cement but focusing
specifically on emerging talent. Their current PPC
Imaginarium Awards gives these start-up artists the
scope to spotlight their talent and creativity with
cement as the medium. This ambitious modern art
and design awards programme which guides entrants
along the way is similarly illustrated in the Cool
Capital/PPC #sitcool bench project. PPC concrete
specialist and the head of Imaginarium, Daniel van
der Merwe, lectured the students on cement as well
as the latest innovations and possibilities.
“It was born from the idea that public spaces are
activated through the benches, which should serve as
a catalyst for conversation between different cultural
groups, inviting them to enter into conversation
and, in doing so, inspire cultural exchange and
integration.”
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Once again, Cool Capital plays smartly and with
great style with its name and its objective. What
could be cooler than selecting something that will
appeal to everyone across the city – young and old,
boy and girl, black and white?
It’s not only functional, but it’s also fun. It contains
a social message as it alerts those who live a more
comfortable life to the discomfort in the daily lives of
those who struggle to make ends meet. As Mathews
so aptly points out, Cool Capital is about social
interaction through art and, while it might sound
pompously ponderous, they have found a way to
turn this venture into objet d’art for the people. In
some instances there’s a wink and a smile behind the
image; in others we are reminded of the past and our
dreams for the future, which are always achievable.

Photographer: Alet Pretorius

Once the last bench has been installed, the Cool
Capital PPC #sitcool public bench initiative will
have 20 plus bespoke public benches scattered
throughout the city, a visibly powerful contribution
that will impact the citizens of Pretoria every day.

“We are excited about making this a long-term
project which will continuously keep on adding to
the quality of public spaces and space making in
Pretoria,” he confirms.

1
1. The design of Danie Nell’s
bench, entitled Sediment Layers,
was inspired by the earth’s layers
exposed by the mining activities
in the Cullinan area where the
bench is installed.
Sediment Layers bench, Cullinan
Designed and manufactured by
Daniel Nell
2. Hlanganani (“come together”)
bench, Springbok Park
Designed by Roelien Smit
Manufactured by Anton and
Roelien Smit

But more importantly, it’s about people doing it for
themselves. If we wait around for others to make
things better, it might never happen. But if, as a
Pretoria collective, we all come together and find
a way to turn it into a joyous as well as a practical
event, the city can be nothing else but the Cool
Capital – thanks to its people. •
*Diane de Beer is a freelance journalist writing about her
passions: art, theatre, food, books and film.
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Photographer: Jethro Miller

It is functional art in the public domain that’s not
only accessible to people but meant for their comfort
and enjoyment. It’s about resting your weary limbs
halfway through a strenuous walk home, or putting a
smile on someone’s face to light up that moment.
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1. Roelien Smit and Lungile Gumede during
manufacturing
2 - 4. Workshops at the Anton Smit Sculpture
Park
5. The benches pushed the boundaries of
concrete. Each design had to be approached
with a different technique. Francois Visser
prepares steel reinforcement for a bench

6
1. The Coat of Arms bench being installed
with a crane
Photographer: Alet Pretorius
2. The Trigonometry bench being installed
with a crane
Photographer: Alet Pretorius

Photographer: Jethro Miller
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Photographer: Jethro Miller

6. Isa Steynberg in her Pretoria North Studio
with a maquette of the Hand bench
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3. Francois Visser and the team from
Dionysus Sculpture Works install the Mandela
Profile bench at the Rivonia Trial A Re Yeng
station
Photographer: Neil Human
4 & 5. Ceramic coins on each bench identify
it as unique and display the name of its
designer
Photographer: Neil Human
6. Wishbone bench, Ditsong National
Museum of Cultural History
Designed by Michael Allen
[Department of Architecture, Tshwane
University of Technology]
Manufactured by Schmeckt Creations
(Francois Visser and Elani Willemse)
Photographer: Neil Human
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1 - 6. Scale models in cement were built by architecture
students to test ideas and to communicate their final
designs
All photos supplied by the Department of Architecture,
Tshwane University of Technology
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